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UNCLAS BAMAKO 3725 
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TAGS: SREF, ML, NG 

SUBJ: MALI OFFICIAL DAILY RESPONDS TO "LE SAHEL" ARTICLE 

REF: NIAMEY 3544, OCT 23; NIAMEY 3567, OCT 24 

1. IN RARE EDITIORIAL OFFICIAL DAILY 
LESSOR TODAY 

RESPONDED TO CRITICISM OCT 21 LE SAHEL ARTICLE ON 
PRIVILEGED MALT AN REFUGEES IN NIGER. FRONT PAGE COMMENTARY 
ENTITLED "AFTER GENOCIDE, NOW IT'S PRIVILEGES" BEGINS WITH 
PROUD DEFENSE GOM RESPONSE TO DROUGHT EMERGENCY. AFTER 
QUOTING CHARGES FROM LE SAHEL, L'ESSOR STATES: THE VEHEMENCE 
OF ITS ATTACKS.. .MUST SURPRISE OTHERS, AND EVEN THEIR OWN 
AUTHORS. ..BUT NOT US MALIANS.. .SUCH A CAPACITY FOR REVERSING 
THE SITUATION OF THOUSANDS OF PERSONS WHO HAVE LOST 
EVERYTHING AND WHOSE STEPS HAVE BEEN GUIDED BY THE FATE 
OF A NATURAL DISASTER TOWARD A COUNTRY THEY PERHAPS 
WOULD NEVER HAVE VISITED* GIVING DRINK TO THE THIRSTY, 
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DIALECT IS AND HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE MALIAN CREED. 

2. PERHAPS IT IS NORMAL, STATES L'ESSOR, FOR THE 

SAHEL TO THINK THAT THOSE WHO RECEIVE WATER, FOOD AND WORK ARE 

PRIVILEGED ONLY BECAUSE THEY COME FROM THE OTHER SIDE OF 

AN ARTIFICIAL FRONTIER. WHOSE FAULT IS IT THAT THE 

LAGARET 2 CAMP IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN MANY NIGER IF.N VILLAGES? 

TRUCKS AND PLANES HAVE BEEN SENT TO BRING BACK THE MALIANS, 

MISSIONS HAVE GONE TO NIAMEY TO ASSURE THEIR RETURN, 

MESSAGES HAVE BEEN SENT. BUT THE RESULT HAS ONLY BEEN 
NIGER'S REFUSAL. THIS REFUSAL IS BASED ON WHAT WE BELIEVE 
TO BE A PASSING MISUNDERSTANDING. THAT IS WHY IT IS TO BE 
HOPED THAT OUR FEARS WILL NOT BE CONFIRMED AND THAT OUR 
COLLEAGUE’S ANTI-AFRICAN ARTICLE IS NOTHING MORE THAN A 
MISUNDERSTANDING. 

3. L'ESSOR CONCLUDES BY SAYING: DELIBERATELY 

CREATING FALSE PROBLEMS FOR POLITICAL ENDS WOULD BE A TRULY 
REGRETTABLE AND IRRESPONSIBLE ACT. MALI AND NIGER ARE 
ON THE SAME SHIP, KNOWN AS UNDER-DEVELOPMENT, DROUGHT, 
LAND-LOCKED, ETC., SAILING TOWARD HOPES THAT ARE THE 
LIPTAKO-GOURMA AUTHORITY, THE CEAO, THE IMPROVEMENT 
IN THE QUALITY OF LIFE. A FEW KILOS OF SORGHUM OR OF 
POWDERED MILK... DISTRIBUTED TO A FEW THOUSAND DEPRIVED 
PERSONS, SERENE AND PROUD, SHOULD NOT MAKE US FORGET 
THE HOPES OF MILLIONS OF MEN. IN THE NAME OF 
"AFRICANITE" AND SOLIDARITY. 

MCGUIRE 
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